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Community Impact  
East Side Family Clinic 
Location: 895 E. 7th St., Saint Paul   
Nominated by: Saint Paul Port Authority  
 
Located in the Port Authority’s Beacon Bluff Business Center at the site of the former 3M Co. global 
headquarters and manufacturing facility, this site was unused for about seven years before the four acres 
were sold to West Side Community Health Services. The purpose was to construct the 34,000 square foot 
community health center in an area that had been federally designated as a medically underserved 
community in great need of an accessible and comprehensive health service.  
 
The property was listed on the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s RCRA—Large Quantity Generator, 
Leaking Underground Storage Tanks, and MN Spill Incidents databases. The cleanup required significant soil 
remediation.  364 cubic yards of soil was contaminated with benzoic-a-pyrene equivalents (BaPs), along with 
low concentrations of petroleum compounds consisting of diesel range organics (DRO) at varying points on 
the property. Fill soil with building materials, concrete, and brick was also present at various areas on the 
property.  Groundwater data indicated minimal impacts of GRO and VOCs , as well as soil vapor 
concentrations greater than Intrusion Screening Values. Also uncovered were a 1,000-gallon underground 
fuel oil storage tank with 153 cubic yards of petroleum contaminated soil, and a 16-inch diameter buried gas 
line wrapped in asbestos-containing material.  
 
The East Side Family Clinic was successfully remediated and redeveloped into a community health center in 
an area desperately in need. The site employs 50 medical and clerical staff offering services to the almost 
29,000 East Side residents with incomes at or below 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level, many of whom 
are uninsured or using Medicaid. The patients are around 50% uninsured and 50% English language learners. 
The site has 24 exam rooms, 5 behavioral therapy consultation rooms, 2 advanced medical procedure rooms, 
a medical lab, X-ray facilities, a large pharmacy, and a 20-station dental facility.  
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Community Impact 

El Colegio—El Patio 
Location: 4137 Bloomington Avenue South, Minneapolis 
Nominated by: El Colegio Charter School  
 
Located in the Bancroft neighborhood, El Colegio, the only high school in the neighborhood, is situated on 
1.6 acres with the project, El Patio, located on the northern half.  Student body makeup is 85% Latino, 5% 
African American, 5% Native American, and 5% Caucasian, many of whom are English language learners. 
Over 90% of the students qualify for free or reduced lunch programs. Historical photographs show extensive 
filling with both residential and commercial activity on the site. The school opened in 1999 with Augsburg 
College’s sponsorship.  Within a year the necessary improvements were made to the existing grounds and 
building to open the school, though funding constraints left the northern half as an unused weed and 
pavement covered area with a crumbling loading dock.  
 
In 2003, rain gardens were created to deal with storm water runoff. Impacted soil was discovered onsite at 
depths of up to 15 feet, likely fill from the site’s historical developments. The site was listed on the Petroleum 
Brownfields Program database. The school began to actively search for cleanup funding from 2003-10 to 
ensure student safety. Contaminants consisted of elevated diesel range organics (DRO), metals, polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), and arsenic. The need for a safe and high 
quality athletic space in the neighborhood as well as an outdoor learning space for the students was 
apparent. The school overcame many funding barriers as well as environmental conditions, such as storm 
water management requirements. Finally, the construction on the site began in 2010.  
 
Construction finished in 2012. El Patio includes a fenced outdoor soccer field, an outdoor classroom, a parking 
lot, and a basketball court. It also includes features useful to the surrounding community, such as benches, 
bike racks, drinking water fountain, a community garden with unrestricted access, and expanded storm water 
management systems to protect the surrounding areas from flooding. The site is used by 16 teachers and 
staff, 80 high school students, and 100 middle school and high schoolers utilizing the space during after 
school and summer programs.  
 
Community members and students played a large role in the design and planning of the project. El Colegio 
altered class curriculum to use the project as a teaching opportunity, using math classes to help scale the 
design of the field to mirror official standards. Additionally, a student group was formed to research and 
document the project through photographs, interviews, and videos.  
 
Student video: http://www.minnehahacreek.org/project/el-colegio-charter-school  
 

                                                                            

http://www.minnehahacreek.org/project/el-colegio-charter-school
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Community Impact 
Union Depot 
Location: 214 E 4th Street, St. Paul 
Nominated by: URS Corporation 

 
Union Depot is a 33-acre site located in St Paul’s Lowertown Historic District. It was originally built in 1881, 
destroyed by a fire in 1915, then rebuilt between 1917 and 1924. During the passenger rail era boom, the 
Depot served over 140 trains with more than 20,000 passengers daily. In 1971, portions of the Depot were 
converted to a mailing sorting facility when the Depot passenger service ended.  
 
In 2007 a Phase I ESA was conducted, identifying the site on federal and state databases: Leaking 
Underground Storage Tanks, Underground/Aboveground Storage Tanks, Minnesota Voluntary Investigation 
and Cleanup, Minnesota Spills, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Small Quantity Generator. A Phase 
II investigation of the site found diesel range organics (DRO), polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), 
arsenic, mercury, buried waste and debris, and buried asbestos-containing materials, totaling to 81,500 cubic 
yards of impacted soil. Lead-based paint was also used in the structure.  
 
The underutilized public landmark was renovated into a state-of-the-art transit center. It provides passenger 
railroad tracks, intercity bus platforms, bicycle facilities, and pedestrian access to the Central Corridor Light 
Rail Transit. While creating new economic vitality in the Lowertown District, it also provides a community 
gathering space. The project worked closely with the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office and the  
St. Paul Historic Preservation Committee, while also maintaining strong connections to surrounding 
businesses and residents throughout the process. The new Depot’s grand opening hosted over 20,000 
participants including neighborhood artists, performers, restaurants and community groups. The Depot is on 
pace for the LEED Gold Certification. The Union Depot is expected to ignite a transformation of the 
Lowertown neighborhood, and the unique combination of historic preservation and future multi-modal 
transportation make the project a model for the rest of the country.  
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Economic Impact 
Buzza Lofts 
Location: 1006 West Lake Street, Minneapolis 
Nominated by: Peer Engineering, Dominium, and Weis Builders 
 
Located in the Uptown neighborhood of Minneapolis, the project renovated and rehabilitated a historically 
significant building into affordable apartments. The building is 140,000 square feet located on a 2.5-acre 
property on the northwest intersection of West Lake Street and Colfax Avenue South, and is officially listed 
on the National Historic Register.  
 
The building was constructed in 1907 for the Self-Threading Needle Company, then bought by George Buzza 
of Craftacres Greeting Card Company, in the 1920s. Minneapolis Public Schools was the last owner before 
Dominium bought the property in 2011 and began abatement, remediation and rehabilitation of the 
property. The primary obstacle to residential redevelopment was addressing extensive asbestos-containing 
materials and lead-based paint. Another issue was the shallow contaminated soil containing petroleum and 
non-petroleum constituents from a previous fuel oil underground storage tank. The underlying groundwater 
was contaminated with tetrachloroethene, which likely originated from an off-site source.  
 
The certified LEED Silver completed project contains one studio, 100 one-bedroom, and 35 two-bedroom 
apartments with a community room and fitness center. The site also includes 136 surface parking spaces, 
bicycle storage, a rooftop deck, a solar panel system, a resident lounge, an outdoor patio with grilling areas, 
and a fire pit. The apartments help meet a critical need for affordable housing for the Uptown area. Buzza 
Lofts were 100% leased before opening with over a 500-person waiting list. All 136 units are available only to 
residents earning less than 60% of the Area Median Income.  
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Economic Impact 
Canal Park Brewing 
Location: 300 Canal Park Drive, Duluth 
Nominated by: City of Duluth 
 
Located in Duluth’s Canal Park Commercial Business District, the former 18,600 sq. foot Duluth Spring site 
represented not only an industrial eyesore, but also the last remaining underdeveloped property in the trendy 
retail, restaurant and commercial district. Canal Park is a major tourist attraction near downtown Duluth, 
boasting direct access to Lake Superior, eclectic shops, restaurants, and family oriented recreation for over 3 
million tourists each year. The site was empty for several years before being purchased by 300 Canal Park LLC 
with the intention of creating a tourist attraction for the area in line with Duluth’s emergence as the “Craft 
Beer Capital of Minnesota.”  
 
The site existed underwater until fill was placed in the area during the early 1900’s to create the current 
developable land, used mostly for housing, storefronts and other structures at the time. During the 1950’s, 
the area was transformed into industrial usage. Duluth Spring, the former use of the site, was constructed in 
1960, manufacturing steel leaf springs used for mining equipment and large machines. The operations were 
relocated after a change in ownership, leaving two concrete block buildings vacant from 2008 on. 
Contamination found on site to be attributed to the fill deposited during the turn of the century, and  
consisted of lithologic materials (i.e. a mixture of silt, sand, gravel and boulders) as well as bits of glass, 
porcelain, lumber, ash, and scrap metal. Over 50% of the area was impacted with lead and polyaromatic 
hydrocarbon (PAH) contamination to depths from near surface to approximately 10-12 feet below grade.  
 
The site was redeveloped into an 8,500 square foot restaurant, craft beer brewery, and retail space. The 
project has been wildly successful in turning an old unused contaminated industrial site into a new popular 
destination at the gateway of Canal Park built with a deep appreciation and respect for mother earth and 
leaving as minimal a carbon footprint wherever possible, proving that economic development does not have 
to forgo environmental stewardship to achieve style and function. The brewing system has the capacity to 
produce 93,000 gallons of beer per year with currently 102 full and part time employees. After opening, the 
brewery had to hire 30-40 more employees than expected to meet demands. With efforts to support the local 
economy, the ingredients are purchased from local organic farmers and the water comes from Lake Superior. 
The spent mash is fed to cows whose manure is then used as fertilizer for hops. Energy efficient features save 
about 100,000 kWh of electric energy each year, adding up to about $6,000 in energy costs. Canal Park 
Brewing has a triple bottom line of social, economic, and environmental responsibility. 
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Economic Impact & Environmental Impact (double finalist) 
Twin Lakes 
Location: 4001 Lakebreeze Ave N., Brooklyn Center 
Nominated by: Hyde Development 
 
Originally a low-lying wetland filled with construction demolition debris and later developed into a Lifetime 
athletic club, Twin Lakes is an 8.6-acre site bordered by the Twin Lakes Business Park, a residential 
neighborhood, and Highway 100. The site sat vacant after the athletic club closed was demolished in 2007. It 
is situated across from the former Joslyn Wood Treating site, a superfund remediated and redeveloped from 
1999-2004. 
 
Fill soils without a pattern to the fill ranging from 2 to 12 feet in thickness covered most of the site, with 
samples showing both carcinogenic and non-carcinogenic PAHs. Petroleum was also detected in samples. 
Many problematic materials were faced during remediation, including brick fragments, concrete slabs, 
bituminous fragments, chucks of tar, sewer tile, geotextile fabric, unknown rubber materials, Styrofoam, and 
metal. Along with 65,000 cubic yards of contaminated fill soil, which was found to be below the groundwater 
table by as much as 20 feet, six former tennis courts painted entirely with products containing asbestos were 
excavated from the site. Granular sand was placed at the water table to limit wicking of ground water 
upwards.  
 
After the cleanup, 90,000 square feet of office warehouse space was constructed on the site. The building has 
many LEED features including a white roof, extensive glass for natural light, low flow fixtures in restrooms 
and parking for bikes and hybrid cars. Prairie restoration plantings were used in the landscaped areas to 
dramatically reduce the water use for irrigation and C02 emission from lawn mowing. Twin Lakes tenants 
Omicare and Medafor have added 200 medical technology jobs (executives, management, physicians, 
scientists, pharmacists and warehouse staff) to the community with another 60 projected when fully leased. 
A paved trail through the site connects different regional trail systems, offering an amenity to the tenants 
and the community. 
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Environmental Impact 
Renaissance Box 
Location: 200 10th Street East, Saint Paul 
Nominated by: Aeon 
 
Renaissance Box is a six-story, 67,000 sq ft historic building located in the Wacouta Commons neighborhood 
of St. Paul. It was built in 1915 and occupied by O’Donnell Shoe Company from 1915-35, then hosted many 
tenants from light commercial space to produce and seed warehousing before being listed as vacant in 1994. 
It was renamed Renaissance Box by a new owner with minimal use and tenants in 1999, then purchased out 
of foreclosure in 2006 by Aeon. The building was a vacant warehouse prior to redevelopment.  
 
A Phase II Environmental Investigation determined approximately 1,390 cubic yards of soil in a 5,000 sq ft 
area were contaminated with lead, mercury, arsenic, barium, cadmium polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 
and petroleum compounds. Asbestos-containing materials were found in the floor tile & mastic, fireproofing, 
wall adhesive pucks, ceramic tile grout, roofing, exterior caulk, fire doors, and exterior wall putty. Lead-based 
paint was also found in the windows, floor, wall, and ceiling surfaces, and concrete structural columns.  
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the building represented an enormous amount of potential. 
With the ever present need for affordable housing, the historical structure offered a great opportunity to save 
a pillar of the Wacouta Commons neighborhood’s past while creating a new community asset. The project 
was planned with long-term sustainability as a priority and achieved Gold LEED certification while offering 
onsite green space, green roof, and rain gardens. Aeon used no-VOC or low-VOC materials, Energy Star 
Appliances, and connected to District Energy heating and cooling, rather than using on-site boiler and cooling 
systems, thereby reducing monthly expenses for residents. The plan created a space that honored the area’s 
artistic tradition with a public gallery space, as well as two art studios for residents. The Renaissance Box 
turned a blighted and underutilized building into a community amenity while reducing homelessness, 
providing healthy affordable homes, and preserving a piece of St. Paul history. The project resulted in 70 
affordable apartment homes, 61% of which are targeted for individuals with annual incomes of $21,000-
$33,000, while 14 units are reserved for those transitioning out of long-term homelessness.  
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Environmental Impact 
Robbinsdale Middle School 
Location: 3730 Toledo Ave N., Robbinsdale 
Nominated by: Braun Intertec 
 
The site where the cleanup occurred includes the southern five acres of the school’s 16.8-acre campus, which 
are used by Robbinsdale Middle School for outdoor athletic fields. The first known use of the site is a sand and 
gravel mine that operated prior to the 1930’s. From at least the 1930’s until the late 1950’s, the site was 
operated as a dump. In the 1950’s, the site was donated to the school district, who constructed the building 
and began using the site as a playground and athletic fields. The school serves 1,300 students in grades 6-8. 
The site currently consists of a soccer/football practice field and two ball fields. The site has been in continual 
use by the school district since the 1950s; however, the current soccer/football practice field, which was 
previously occupied by tennis courts and a playground, sat idle for at least three years. The tennis courts were 
taken out of service in 2007 because potholes and large cracks caused by differential settlement of the 
underlying dump materials posed significant trip hazards and made the courts unusable. In addition, the 
playground, which was left over from when the school was used as an elementary school, was not replaced 
because of concerns with the underlying contamination and had been left idle for a number of years.  
 
The site is listed on the MPCA Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup Program and Petroleum Brownfields 
Program databases. The larger school property is listed on the Underground Storage Tank, Leaking 
Underground Storage Tank, and RCRA Small to Minimal Quantify Hazardous Waste Generator databases. 
Cleanup of the site was extensive. Dump materials extended up to 14 feet deep beneath the site. Soil 
investigations indicated that little to no clean cover was present over the dump materials that were heavily 
debris-laden and contained elevated concentrations of polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), arsenic, 
lead, mercury, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) relative to regulatory standards. Asbestos containing 
materials and diesel and gasoline range organics were also present. Over 30,000 tons of contaminated soil 
was transported offsite for disposal. By using an alternative soil correction approach, the amount of impacted 
soil required to be transported to a landfill was reduced by over two-thirds, thereby preserving landfill space 
and eliminating fuel consumption and diesel exhaust from trucks. Drain tile was used within clean backfill to 
capture storm water before it can infiltrate through underlying dump materials and impact groundwater. 
 
The project removed and limited exposure to near-surface contamination on the outdoor athletic fields that 
are used by students and community athletic leagues. The renovation included a replacement of an unused 
playground and tennis courts with an artificial turf soccer/practice field, and a revamp of two ball fields with 
an installation of new backstops, equipment sheds and bleachers. In addition to cleaning up significant 
environmental contamination, the project contributes to the overall fitness for students and members of the 
community by providing quality and safe athletic fields.    
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Small City Impact 
Birchwood Lake Business Center 
Location: 1201 N. Birch Lake Blvd, White Bear Township 
Nominated by: White Bear Township EDA 
 
The 9-acre site was operated as a hog farm prior to 1957, which then evolved into a household refuse 
collection business, with refuse burned on site. In 1960, Lake Sanitation, Inc. operated the property as a 
refuse collection service, delivering refuse to local permitted landfills. Beginning in 1984, the site turned into a 
yard waste composting facility and household waste recycling transfer station.  Materials collected for 
recycling consisted of paper, plastic, glass, aluminum, scrap iron, used oil, car batteries, and household 
hazardous waste. The site was acquired by the White Bear Township EDA in 2005 when the sale and 
redevelopment of the site proved difficult due to the widespread contamination, related uncertainties, and 
remediation costs. The buildings were vacant and in extreme disrepair, and piles of miscellaneous debris and 
materials were scattered throughout the property. The property was vacant until redevelopment in 2011-12.  
 
The property was listed on the MPCA Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup, Petroleum Brownfields Program, 
underground storage tank and List of Spills databases. Two major areas were identified as potential 
environmental concerns due to surface and subsurface contaminated soil and intermixed debris consisting of 
wood, concrete, metal, brick and glass intermixed with household refuse and ash. The soil was contaminated 
with polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), metals, and diesel range organics (DRO). The thickness of 
the contaminated soil ranged from 1 to 14 feet in depth with a total quantity of soil and intermixed debris of 
approximately 15,000 cubic yards. In addition to the extensive contamination issues, the project was 
complicated by extremely tight remediation deadlines in order to meet the company’s need to complete 
construction by May 2012, which corresponded to the expiration date to Tecweigh’s existing property lease.  
 
Prior to cleanup and redevelopment, the property was blighted and underutilized for many years. The 
completed Tecweigh development included construction of an approximate 35,000 square foot single story 
industrial building with associated parking, drive and green space areas. The project has resulted in 31.5 
permanent full time equivalent employees. A creative use of tools in the 2011-12 Minnesota Jobs Bill provided 
Tax Increment Financing. The project also increased the community tax base, and through removal of blight, 
is anticipated to trigger additional nearby redevelopment.  
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Small City Impact 
Itasca EcoIndustrial Park 
Location: 502 County Road 63, Grand Rapids 
Nominated by: Braun Intertec 
 
Prior to 1972 the site was vacant and wooded land. Starting in the 1970s, the site included a 423,000 sq ft 
manufacturing facility with associated offices, parking and storage areas until 2006 when the equipment was 
removed from the site, though most of the buildings remained. The manufacturing facility produced 
oriented-strand board (OSB), bringing in 100 trucks of logs on site daily. The logs were stored then moved 
into log ponds where they were submerged in water, which was circulated through part of the wood wafer 
drying system’s pollution control equipment. The log ponds were covered with wood and insulation in the fall 
of 2006 and bark was piled along the exterior pond walls for additional insulation. As the logs were moved by 
chain driven equipment, water and sediment accumulating in the ponds was petroleum-contaminated. In 
addition, used oils from other parts of the facility were pumped to the log ponds. A large open area at the 
southern end of the property was originally a bark landfill, which was discontinued in the 1980s. The site was 
abandoned since 2006.  
 
In 2009, the Itasca Economic Development Corporation (IEDC) purchased the site. Along with the property 
came an enormous responsibility for cleaning up equipment, process chemicals and oils, and soil remediation.  
The site is listed on Brownfields, state underground storage tank, Solid Waste Facility/Landfill, Leaking 
Aboveground Storage Tank, Spills, AIRS, and Tier 2 (related to process chemicals) databases. Friable 
asbestos and peeling lead-based paint, a diesel AST and pump associated with mobile equipment refueling, 
AST (diesel, used oil, antifreeze, and acidics), six 55-gallon drums of waste, three 55-gallon drums of soy 
based ink, one 55-gallon drum of paint, 10-gallons of glycol, numerous smaller containers of paints and 
household cleaners, and 20 empty drums all were removed from the site. 
 
In 2012, all of the manufacturing equipment was removed from the Site and soil remediation and other site 
preparation activities were conducted. The work to date could not have been completed without the 
immense support of the Grand Rapids community and numerous funding partners.  
 
The site is not currently in use, though a purchase agreement has been secured with J.M. Longyear, ensuring 
great potential for an active facility creating many much needed local jobs. The removal of the blighted and 
decaying site is anticipated to positively impact the surrounding community and economy.  
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Small City Impact 
Wildwood Elementary School 
Location: 8698 75th Street N., Grant 
Nominated by: Mahtomedi Public Schools 
 
In 2003, the Mahtomedi Public School District acquired a 70-acre parcel of land. The contaminated area 
involves approximately 30 acres of the eastern portion of the site. The property was originally agricultural 
land before the western 40 acres were turned into a mixed municipal/industrial waste dump, a demolition 
waste disposal area, and a waste transfer facility, operating from the 1950’s to the 1970’s.  During its 
operation, the dump consisted of a burning pit and a series of trenches. Records indicate that in 1966 
petroleum tank bottom sludge (impacted with polychlorinated biphenyls [PCBs] and lead) was spread on a 
portion of the dumpsite. The sludge reportedly covered an area of approximately one acre.  In 1981, the 
property owner received a permit to open and operate a separate 2-acre demolition waste facility on the 
southwestern portion of the property. In addition to waste disposal, the property was also used as a transfer 
station for commercial and household wastes, tires, scrap metal, demolition debris, and composting yard 
wastes. The property was unused from the late 1980s to 2003. A wetland along the northern portion of the 
property has been restored and is a protected wetland area. 
 
The property was placed on the EPA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability 
Information System (CERCLIS), a list of potential Superfund sites that had not yet undergone sufficient 
characterization to prioritize them in the early 1990s, but the site was never placed on the Superfund list. In 
1994, following completion of the Response Actions, the Property was delisted—one of the first sites in the 
nation to reach this regulatory milestone. EPA has since delisted thousands of sites from CERCLIS as a way to 
encourage the reuse and redevelopment of brownfield sites. The property is also listed on the MPCA’s 
Leaking Underground Storage Tank database. The School District entered the MPCA Voluntary Investigation 
and Cleanup (VIC) Program and the Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup (VPIC), now known as the Petroleum 
Brownfields (PB) Program in 2002 and is still listed on those databases. Soil on site was contaminated with 
petroleum, metals (lead, manganese, and cadmium), and diesel range organics (DRO).  
 
Redevelopment included construction of a new 86,500 sq ft slab-on-grade two-story elementary school 
building -- designed and built to LEED Silver specifications -- with associated parking and other amenities, 
including improved surface water management. Wildwood Elementary School, serving 600 students, features 
classrooms filled with natural daylight, expanded engineering and science learning space, improved student 
safety throughout the building, improved indoor air quality, a flexible small group learning/resource area, a 
new computer lab, and expanded play areas.  In addition, the School District proactively and voluntarily 
installed gas-vapor barrier and venting systems in the building.     
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Maclay “Mac” Hyde Award of Brownfield Leadership 

Maclay “Mac” Hyde was a pioneering environmental lawyer who participated in the first state and federal 
environmental enforcement case during the 1970’s. He went onto become a leading law expert in the field, 
and was a trailblazer throughout his distinguished career.  During his legal career, Mac received an invitation 
to membership in two honorary legal associations:  the American Academy of Trial Lawyers and the 
International Society of Barristers.  Mac also won the Minnesota State Bar Association-Environmental 
Section’s distinguished service award.  
 
At age 60, Mac launched a new career in redevelopment with his son, Paul, by starting the company Real 
Estate Recycling. Mac and Paul developed nearly 2 million square feet in the Twin Cities and Milwaukee 
including three Superfund sites. At age 77, Mac launched another firm with Paul called Hyde Development.  
 
Mac also had a strong commitment to community service: serving on advisory committees for the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency and Minnesota Brownfields; as President of the Rotary Club; and through service to 
Westminster Presbyterian Church’s governing boards and chair of its Board of Trustees.  
 
Minnesota Brownfields sought to honor and recognize Mac’s legacy and contributions over the years through 
a competitive award in his name that could be given to someone in this field who best exemplifies Mac’s 
qualities of leadership and mentorship:  high ethical standards, a commitment to serving the community and 
the environment, excellence in brownfields redevelopment, and a genuine interest in helping & mentoring 
others in field. From the nominees, Minnesota Brownfields has selected Jerry Stahnke of the Minnesota 
Pollution Agency to receive the first Mac Hyde Award.  Below is an excerpt of his nomination: 

Jerry has been involved in Brownfields in Minnesota since before Brownfields was a word.  Years 
before the Land Recycling Act was passed (August, 1988), Jerry was hired to be the Project 
Manager in a brand new two-person program that would be come to be known as the Property 
Transfer/Technical Assistance (PT/TA) Program.  He was the perfect choice for the position.  From 
day one, Jerry started getting requests from "voluntary parties" who were trying to transfer 
property, but were worried about environmental costs and liability.  In a regulatory culture where 
SARA was fresh off the press, and Superfund enforcement was ramped up with added resources, 
it was Jerry who stepped outside of the traditional regulatory role to help out lenders, innocent 
purchasers and property owners to make deals happen. 

Jerry has always found a new or creative way to make a project work.  If Jerry would have been 
the kind of person to say “we don’t have authority to do that”, or “we don’t have time for that”, 
who knows whether or not the idea of Land Recycling Act (supported by Mac Hyde and others) 
would have been pursued? At the very least, Minnesota would not have been first state in the 
nation to address this issue or create a Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup (VIC) Program. 

Jerry’s many years of dependable service in the Superfund, PT/TA and VIC Programs along with 
his creative thinking, while keeping his integrity and the needs of Minnesota citizens at heart, well 
qualifies him to receive this award. 


